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Tel: 973-809-2744 Fax: 973-276-1138 

P1·esident: 

Taek Sung Cho 

Vice Pl'esitlents: 

Chu Young Lee 
Jae Yong Ro 

Dear Kukkiwon President, 

Vice Pl'esidents: 

Ki llioon Kwon 
Jin Ki Lim 

October 7, 2015 

Secretary General: Tl'easu1·er: 

JoonMoNam Gyeong Ho Jeon 

On September 7th, 2015, American Tae Kwon Do United {ATU) sent you a letter stating our 
serious concerns over the proposed changes to the 3rd-7th dan testing procedure, and we 
urged you to stop the implementation of that process. 

The far majority of Grand Masters and Masters in the U.S. concur with this viewpoint, and they 
want their voices to be heard. They requested we create a petition, and the ATU will provide 
them with this opportunity. 

Statement to the Kukkiwon 

The Kukkiwon should immediately stop its implementation of the regional 3rd dan 
through 7th dan testing program, including the certification of regional judges, as this 
procedure will seriously harm the development of Tae Kwon Do in the U.S.A. 

The Kukkiwon must immediately form a task force to reevaluate the structure of its dan 
testing system. 

As the worldwide headquarters dojang of Tae Kwon Do, the Kukkiwon should be the leader in 
maintaining Tae Kwon Do's legacy and tradition. At the same time, it should utilize dan testing, 
educational training and demonstrations, to further develop and innovate Tae Kwon Do 
technique and theory. It is the Kukkiwon's responsibility to continually improve the philosophical 
and theoretical understanding of Tae Kwon Do, and increase its value to current society. 

The Kukkiwon should understand that as the mecca of Tae Kwon Do, it must be a unifying force 
among the unique and varied countries in which Tae Kwon Do is practiced. It should constantly 
communicate with those members, and take all efforts necessary to familiarize itself with the 
conditions and stage of development of Tae Kwon Do in those countries. 

However, the Kukkiwon has come up short with this responsibility. They have failed to update 
their vision to a modern perspective that keeps pace with our fast moving society. As a result, 
they have not contributed to the enhancement of Tae Kwon Do to the degree that they should 
have. 

The Kukkiwon should support and provide resources to improve dojang operations and quality. 
When quality improves, so too will quantity of participants. 

The Kukkiwon should more actively involve with Tae Kwon Do dojangs around the globe. 
The Kukkiwon should develop clearer standards and an instructors' manual for Tae Kwon Do 
training and teaching. The Kukkiwon should sponsor a newsletter to share information, 
recognition, teaching strategies and methods to motivate and encourage instructors throughout 
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